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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CANNOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of 
the  public  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1954.  The  Report  is 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  28/54.  Information  emerging  from  the  statistical 
analysis  is  satisfactory  e.xcept  that  concerning  the  infant  mortality  rate, 
on  which  comment  is  made  below. 

Nett  birlhs  fell  from  733  in  1953  to  664  in  1954,  so  that  the 
birth  rate  for  1954  became  16.15.  The  National  figure  also  fell  slightly 
from  15.5  to  15.2.  229  births  took  place  in  institutions,  and  435  at 

home.  There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  improved  from  43.66  to  38.88  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  but  it  is  still  too  nigh,  particularly 
when  set  against  the  National  figure  which  now  stands  at  the  low  level 
of  25.5  per  thousand  live  births.  The  causes  of  infant  mortality  are  set 
out  on  page  1 1 where  it  will  be  seen  that  prematurity  accounted  for 
nearly  half  the  total. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  (live  births  over  deaths) 
was  220. 

There  were  423  deaths  giving  a General  Death  Rate  of  10.29. 
The  chief  cause  of  death  was  senility.  Those  recorded  under  diseases  of 
the  Heart  and  Vessels  mostly  described  the  mode  of  termination  after  a 
long  and  healthy  life.  Cancer  thus  becomes  the  major  fatal  illness,  but 
even  in  this  group  many  of  the  subjects  have  already  reached  an  advanced 
age. 

A sharp  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  in  the  early  summer  and 
although  the  bulk  of  the  cases  were  confined  to  the  space  of  two  months, 
the  infection  dragged  on,  giving  a few  new  cases  from  week  to  week 
until  the  autumn.  Some  cases  were  slow  to  clear  and  in  a minority  this 
persistence  of  infectivity  amounted  to  a carrier  state.  The  supervision 
and  control  of  this  minor  epidemic  of  dysentery  entailed  a great  deal 
of  work  for  the  Sanitary  Staff,  which  had  to  be  carried  on  in  addition  to 
their  normal  duties.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Stafford  carried 
out  the  immense  amount  of  bacteriological  work  necessary  for  the 
guidance  of  the  field  workers. 

Measles  was  fairly  prevalent  (114  cases)  notwithstanding  that  the 
year  under  review  was  an  interepidemic  year.  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
totalled  67  in  the  full  year,  but  the  incidence  was  sporadic,  both 
geographically  and  in  time.  There  were  never  more  than  4 cases  in  any 
one  week,  and  commonly  only  one  or  two.  Ten  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital  becau.se  of  poor  facilities  for  isolation  at  home. 
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of  the  seven  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  received,  only  three 
were  true  cases  of  the  disease.  All  three  were  paralytic.  One  case  made 
a complete  recovery. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  District  was  free  from 
Diphtheria.  The  advantages  of  immunisation  were  continually  pressed 
upon  parents.  The  success  of  immunisation,  and  the  freedom  of  a 
district  from  the  disease  rests  in  the  final  analysis  on  the  parents.  Thus 
the  % of  children  under  5 who  are  immunised  is  43  % in  constrast  to  the 
figure  for  children  aged  5 to  14  years  which  is  100%.  Children  under 
5 have  to  be  taken  to  the  clinic  or  to  the  family  doctor  for  immunisation, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  children  attending  school,  the  whole  procedure 
is  organised  and  dene  in  school  hours  without  the  need  for  parental 
attendance. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  fell  from  48  in  1953  to  43  in  1954. 
Of  the  43  notifications  in  1954,  however,  eleven  resulted  from  Mass 
Miniature  Radiography  examinations,  which,  in  effect,  increased  our 
notifications  from  32  to  43.  It  is  apparent  then,  that  the  true  incidence 
of  the  disease  is  falling  in  our  District.  Prompt  treatment  is  now  readily 
available,  and  the  waiting  list  has  disappeared. 

There  were  eleven  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  which  appears  at 
first  sight  to  be  no  great  improvement  on  1953  and  1952,  but  on  close 
investigation  it  is  found  that  no  less  than  five  of  these  were  over  70 
years  of  age.  Two  of  these  were  not  known  to  have  tuberculosis  during 
life,  and  the  other  three  were  notified  just  before  death.  Two  more 
cases  were  old  standing  infections  from  before  the  days  of  chemotherapy. 
When  due  allowance  is  made  for  these  cases,  the  tuberculosis  deaths  in 
this  district  are  more  in  accord  with  the  modern  outlook  in  this  disease. 
We  lock  forward  to  the  future  with  confidence. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  by  the  South  Staffs  Waterworks 
Company  in  the  Urban  District,  has  been  subjected  to  regular  bacterio- 
logical supervision  and  chemical  analysis.  The  results  have  been 
completely  satisfactory. 

The  safety  of  food  stuffs  and  of  food  premises  has  been  under 
continuous  survey  by  the  Department,  and  the  Public  have  been  well 
protected  in  this  sphere.  The  Urban  District  became  a Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  on  the  ist  October,  1954,  and  from  that  date  the  quality-  of. 
food  as  well  as  its  safety  has  been  our  concern. 

Twenty  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year — 8 as  individual 
unfit  houses,  9 in  clearance  areas,  and  three  houses  were  voluntary 
demolished  by  the  owners. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Committee  for  their  consideration  and 
understanding  throughout  the  year,  and  to  my  colleagues  and  members 
of  the  staff  whose  ready  co-operation  has  been  available  at  all  times. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  WEBSTER 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Area  of  the  district  (excluding  area  covered  by 
water)  

Total  Population  at  all  ages  at  1951  Census  

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  to  middle  of 
year 

Rateable  Value,  ist  April,  1955  

Product  of  Penny  Rate  

Nett  Births  ...  •••  

Birth  Rate  (live  and  still-births)  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population  

Nett  Deaths  allocated  to  the  district; — 

Under  one  year  of  age 

At  all  ages  ...  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  Births)  

Death  Rates  (at  all  ages)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Books) 
at  end  or  year  


acres  8,155 
40,927 

41,090 

£75^ 

664 

16.15 

25 

423 

38.88 

10.29 

1 1,266 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Unemployment  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


1 

Date  1 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

1 8 & 

1 

aver  | under  18 

1 

1 18  & 

1 

over  ( under  18 

1 

1 

15.  3.54 

90 

1 

1 61 

1 

151 

14.  6.54 

78 

1 

1 49 

1 

127 

13.  9.54 

101 

1 

1 78 

1 

179 

6.12.54 

1 

108 

1 ~ 

1 71 

1 

179 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births,  legitimate 
Live  Births,  illegitimate 
Still  Births,  legitimate 
Still  Births,  illegitimate 


Total 

M 

F 

627 

323 

304 

16 

9 

7 

21 

10 

1 1 

Birth  Rate  per  i,ooo  estimated  population  (Live  and  Still 

Births)  ...  16.15 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (live  births)  15-64 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  (live  births)  15.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  31.6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  (England 

and  Wales) 24.0 

Area  Comparability  Factor 0.96 

Total  M F 

Total  Deaths  423  241  182 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.29 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.3 

Area  Comparability  Factor 1.17 


Maternal  Mortality 


Rate 

per  1,000  total 

(live 

and  still  births) 

Deaths 

(Jannock 

Eng.  & Wales 

Maternal  causes 

(excluding  abortion) 

— 

0.00 

0.58 

Others  due  to  abortion  ... 

— 

0.00 

O.I  I 

Total 

0.00 

0.69 

Infant  Mortality 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  brths 


Actual 

C-'.nnock 

Eng.  & Wales 

Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

25 

38.88 

25.5 

25 

38.88 

— 
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Deaths  at  all  Ages 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
estimated  population 

Cancer  

67 

1.63 

Measles  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ...  

— 

— 

Influenza 

I 

0.02 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
per  1,000  live  births  ... 

I 

1-5 

SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority  within  the  Cannock 

Urban  District 


Welfare  Centres 

The  Clinic,  Church  Street,  Cannock. 

The  Clinic,  Arthur  Street,  Chadsmoor. 

The  Clinic,  Cannock  Read,  Hednesford. 

St.  John’s  Institute,  Heath  Hayes. 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Rugeley  Road,  Hazel  Slade. 
Community  Centre,  John  Street,  Wimblebury. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  Clinic,  Church  Street,  Cannock. 

The  Clinic,  Arthur  Street,  Chadsmoor. 

The  Clinic,  Cannock  Road,  Hednesford. 
Community  Centre,  John  Street,  Wimblebury. 


Vaccination 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  up  to  including  age  14  years 224 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Four  cases  were  notified. 
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Maternal  Mortality 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  main  causes  of  death  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  as 


follows: — 

Prematurity  1 1 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  4 

Spinal-Bifida  2 

Injury  at  Birth  2 

Status  Lymphaticus  2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  i 

Congenital  Disease  of  Heart  i 

Gastro-enteritis  i 

Heart  Failure,  Convulsions i 

Total  25 


The  Birth  Rates,  Infant  Mortality  Rates  (I.M.R.)  and  Maternal 
Mortality  Rates  (M.M.R.)  for  the  past  ten  years  were  as  follows: — 

Year  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

Birth  Rate  20.55  21.72  23.69  22.49  19.49  18.69  18.81  16.93  17.77  16.15 

I.M.  Rates  37.91  61.86  50.05  39.8  36.3  36.8  35.93  43.41  43.66  38.88 

M.M.  Rates  2.61  2.4  0.00  2.19  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00 


Illegitimate  Children 

In  conjunction  with  other  authorities,  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare,  who 
•continue  to  deal  with  illegitimate  children  and  their  mothers. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
No  cases  were  notified. 
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SECTION  C — Infectious  Diseases 


Diphtheria 

One  case  was  notified,  compared  with  four  in  the  previous  year. 
This  proved  not  to  be  diphtheria. 


Scarlet  Fever 

67  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  66  in  the  previous  year. 
10  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
No  case  was  notified.  There  was  no  fatal  case. 


Poliomyelitis 

7 cases  were  notified.  There  was  no  fatal  case.  Only  three  were 
diagnosed  as  Poliomyelitis. 


Enteric  Fever 

No  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified. 


Pneumonia 

22  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified.  There  were  9 deaths  from  all 
types  of  pneumonia. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

1 14  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  with  no  fatal  cases.  There 
were  14  cases  of  whooping  cough,  with  no  fatal  cases. 


Cancer 

There  were  67  deaths  from  cancer,  10  less  than  in  the  previous 

year. 


Dysentery 

517  cases  were  notified. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

(9 

0 

H 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Tota 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 1 

F 

M 1 

F 

1 

0-  1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

__ 

, 

1 

1-  5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 



5-15 

1 

4 

2 

1 

8 

1 

— 

— 





15—25 

2 

8 

— 

— 

10 

1 

— 

- 

— 



25—35 

6 

6 

1 

13 

1 1 

— 

1 - 

— 

1 

35—45 

2 

1 



— 

3 

1 1 

— 

1 - 

— 

1 

45—55 

- 





— 

— 

. 2 1 

— 

1 — 

— 

2 

55—65 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 1 

— 

1 - 

— 

1 

65  & up 

1 - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 1 

1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

5 

Total 

15 

■ 22 

2 

4 

43 

1 

1 8 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

2 
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There  were  9 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  two  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  2 from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The 
incidence  of  the  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  locations  of  the  disease 
is  set  out  below: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1953 

24 

20 

2 

2 

1954 

15 

22 

2 

4 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  deaths  are  set 
cut  below  for  the  past  six  years: — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


1948 

Males 

8 

Females 

2 

Males 

I 

Females 

2 

Total 

13 

1949 

10 

4 

I 

2 

17 

1950 

9 

8 

— 

— 

17 

1951 

6 

6 

3 

— 

15 

1952 

6 

2 

— 

3 

1 1 

1953 

6 

5 

— 

r 
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Notices  of  admission  to  Institutions  were  received  as  follows: — 

The  Limes,  Himley  5 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 7 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  23 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1954 


T.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Males 

7 

Females- 

I 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

3 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease.  

.... 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

.... 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

-- 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

8.  Measles  

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  

1 1 

5 

1 1 . Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  and  Bronchus 

8 

4 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

10 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

3 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 

17 

9 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes  

I 

•4 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

26 

37 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

18 

1 1 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

67 

38 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  

9 

10 

22.  Influenza  

I 

— 

23.  Pneumonia  

4 

5 

24.  Bronchitis.  

16 

9 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

6 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

I 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

3 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

4 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  

2 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

17 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

I 

34.  All  other  Accidents  

5 

— 

35.  Suicide  

— 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

Totals 

241 

182 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a report  on  the  sanitary  administra- 
tion of  the  Urban  District  for  the  period  ist  January  to  31SC  December, 
1954.  Although  I have  for  some  time  now  been  Acting  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  this  is  my  first  annual  report  since  being  appointed  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  details  relating  to  Public  Cleansing  and  Con- 
veniences have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Poole,  Cleansing  Superinten- 
dent. 


Events  have  proved  the  year  to  be  a momentous  one  for  this 
district  — the  Council  became  its  own  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the 
district  was  included  in  a Specified  Area  for  the  compulsory  use  of  milk 
special  designations,  and  slaughtering  was  resumed  at  private  slaughter- 
houses. These  have  naturally  had  a great  bearing  on  the  responsibilities 
of  my  department. 

The  problem  of  staff  shortage  was  somewhat  eased  during  the 
year  by  the  appointment  of  a second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
a Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  aggravated  the  already  overcrowded 
office  accommodation  but  more  commodious  offices  have  now  been 
provided  for  which  I am  most  grateful.  At  this  stage,  I would  like  to 
pay  tribute  to  my  staff  both  technical  and  clerical.  Throughout  the 
year  their  work  has  been  carried  out  in  an  excellent  manner  and  with 
their  help  and  co-operation,  the  department  progressed  in  its  dealings 
with  the  many  problems  which  were  before  us. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and  Food 

Premises 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  many  and  varied  food  premises — both  wholesale  and  retail — 
in  this  area  have  been  frequently  visited.  Personal  hygiene  of  the  staffs 
emploved,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises,  and  the  equipment 
used  therein  are  always  equally  con.sidered.  Regular  inspections  pay 
dividends  and  generally  speaking  a reasonably  high  standard  of  clean- 
liness prevails.  Although  no  serious  contravention  was  noted,  the  work 
is  of  great  importance.  One  incident  — no  matter  how  small  — may 
start  in  any  district  a problem  which  could  become  nation  wide.  A list 
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of  improvements  following  informal  action  by  the  department  can  be 
seen  in  the  following  table.  An  outstanding  improvement  was  the  pro- 
vision of  a new  Canteen,  locker  room  and  washing  facilities  at  a cost 
of  ^11,000.  This  replaced  a Canteen  which  was  far  below  the  standard 
required. 

Improvements  carried  out  at  food  premises: — 


Sec.  13 

Sub  - sec. 

Improvements 

General 

Dealers 

1 

Grocers 

Butchers 

Bakehouses 

Cafes  and 

Canteens 

Total 

(c) 

Walls  and  ceiling 

I 

1 

2 

repaired 

Windows  repaired 

— 

— 

I 

I 

1 

3 

(d) 

Rooms  decorated 

1 

8 

4 

13 

7 

33 

(g) 

Store  Rooms 
cleansed 

2 

1 

3 

Yards  cleansed 

3 

5 

1 

— 

3 

12 

Refuse  removed 

4 

6 

1 

3 

2 

16 

(h) 

Utensils  cleansed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(i) 

Sinks  or  washbasins 
provided  or 
renewed 

3 

3 

6 

Soap  and  towels 
provided 

- 



3 

2 

5 

Water  heaters 
installed 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Other  improvements 
Sanitary  accommo- 
dation repaired 

— 

— 

— 

i 

3 

— 

3 

In  the  course  of  these  visits  67  hygiene  (efficiency)  tests  were 
made.  Swabs  were  taken  of  utensils  in  use  and  samples  of  washing  up 
water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these,  61  proved 
satisfactory,  showing  the  efficiency  of  the  staffs  concerned. 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


As  from  ist  October,  1954,  this  Council  became  its  own  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority.  From  this  date  until  the  end  of  the  year,  51 
informal  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  examina- 
tion. All  were  found  to  he  genuine.  Details  of  these  samples  are: — 


ARTICLE 

1 

1 

1 

Number  Taken 

Blackcurrant  Jam 

1 

1 

1 

Cake  Mix 

1 

1 

Chocolate  Laxative 

1 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

Corn  Flour 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

! 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

1 

Ice-Cream 

I 

5 

Instant  Whip 

1 

1 

Jelly  Crystals 

I 

1 

Milk  — Pasteurised 

1 

9 

Sterilised 

I 

7 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

2 

T.T.  Channel  Isles 

1 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

1 

7 

Mustard 

1 

I 

Pepper 

1 

2 

Potted  Salmon 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

Salmon  and  shrimp  fish  paste 

1 

1 

Sandwich  spread 

1 

1 

Sauce 

1 

1 

Tea 

1 

1 

The  Analyst  reported  that  none  of  the  milks  contained  any  pre- 
servative and  the  average  composition  of  the  milks  was: — 

Fat  3-96% 

Solids  not  fat 8.87% 

No  pre.servative  was  found  in  the  Jelly  Crystals;  Salad  Cream; 
Custard  Powder;  Instant  Whip;  Sauce;  Corn  Flour  and  Blackcurrant 
Jam. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

MILK 

On  the  I St  October,  1954,  this  urban  district  was  included  in  a 
specified  area  whereby  all  dairymen  who  retail  milk  in  any  part  must 
sell  the  milk  under  special  designation.  Prior  to  this,  practically  all  the 
milk  sold  was  either  heat  treated  or  “designated.” 

There  is  a large  dairy  within  this  district  which  pasteurises  over 
12,000  gallons  of  milk  weekly.  In  addition,  6 premises  are  registered 
as  dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  and  59  persons  are  registered  as  dis- 
tributcrs.  During  the  frequent  inspections  the  following  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination: — 

From  vans  in  course  of  delivery  ...  ...  54 

From  dairies  12 

From  shops  9 

Results  of  these  samples  showed  that  only  one  proved  unsatis- 
factory. This  was  a Pasteurised  Milk  which  failed  to  pass  the  Phos- 
phatase Test  and  was  obtained  by  the  distributor  concerned  in  a sealed 
bottle  from  a dairy  outside  this  district.  Following  contact  with  the 
adjacent  authority,  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Licences  granted  to  sell  designated  milks: — 

Dealers  Licenses — 


Tuberculin  Tested  

17 

Pasteurised  

27 

Sterilised  

47 

Supplementary  Licenses — 
Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

Pasteurised  

10 

Sterilised  

6 

ICE-CREAM 

Premises  registered  for: — 

Manufacture  and  sale  (hot  mix  method)  ...  2 

Manufacture  and  sale  (cold  mix  method)  ...  7 

Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

A total  of  91  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Results  were  as  set  out: — 

Grade  i 58 

Grade  2 13 

<^rade  3 13 

Grade  4 7 

Most  of  the  samples  in  Grades  3 and  4 were  taken  from  one 
producer.  This  person  has  the  most  up-to-date  equipment  and  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  always  observed.  The  cause  was  proved  to  Ije 
lack  of  proper  sterilisation  and  he  is  now  providing  new  and  efficient 
means  of  sterilising. 
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Five  samples  were  examined  chemically.  These  were  genuine  and 
in  compliance  with  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice-cream)  Order,  1953. 


LIQUID  EGG 

During  1954,  the  special  sampling  of  liquid  egg  from  an  Egg 
Packing  Station  in  this  area,  was  concluded.  The  whole  investigation 
was  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  commenced 
the  previous  year. 

Altogether,  196  samples  were  submitted  comprising  fresh  hen, 
duck  and  turkey  eggs,  incubator  clears,  Australian,  Danish,  Irish,  Polish 
and  South  African  eggs.  Bacteriological  examination  showed  that  in 
only  one  instance  was  an  adverse  result  obtained  (salmonella  typhi- 
murium  isolated)  which  indicated  that  in  99.5  per  cent  no  organisms 
likely  to  cause  food  poisoning  were  found. 

TINNED  CREAM 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  an  Authority  in  the  Midlands 
found  a tin  of  cream  contained  B.  typhosus  and  local  authorities  through- 
out the  country  endeavoured  to  trace  any  tins  of  the  particular  brand 
which  were  in  their  respective  districts. 

In  this  area,  my  department  was  successful  in  tracing  103  tins 
all  of  which  we  tool^  possession  and  bacteriological  examination  followed. 
It  was  discovered  tins  from  one  shop  were  from  the  same  batch  as  that 
in  which  the  typhoid  organisms  had  been  found.  Eighteen  tins  had 
recently  been  sold  and  only  after  much  endeavour  by  the  department 
(thanks  also  to  the  publicity  given  by  the  Press)  all  the  tins  were  accoun- 
ted for.  Certain  persons  had  consumed  this  cream  and  for  three  weeks 
(incubation  period)  samples  of  faeces  were  obtained  from  these  persons 
and  submitted  for  examination.  All  the  tins  and  specimens  submitted 
were  found  to  contain  “no  pathogenic  organisms.” 

MISCELLANEOUS  FOODS 

Fourteen  samples,  comprising  Synthetic  Cream,  Cream  cakes. 
Milk  Powder,  Pineapple  slices  and  Tinned  Crab,  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

After  a lapse  of  manv  years,  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for  sale 
for  human  consumption,  at  private  slaughterhouses,  was  resumed  in 
this  district  on  the  5th  July,  1954.  Previous  to  this,  during  the  rationing 
period,  meat  supplies  to  this  area  had  been  from  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Abattoir  at  Walsall. 
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When  the  question  of  slaughtering  facilities  was  considered,  the 
Council  decided  to  licence  eighteen  slaughterhouses  for  a period  of  twelve 
months  subject  to  the  respective  occupiers  carrying  out  certain  conditions. 
Only  twelve  actually  carried  out  the  specified  work  but  events  showed 
that  only  eleven  brought  their  slaughterhouses  into  use. 

Generally  speaking,  the  arrangements  worked  satisfactorily  and 
with  the  majority  of  the  butchers  in  this  district  preferring  to  buy  their 
meat  “off  the  hook,”  the  facilities  afforded  proved  adequate.  The  subse- 
quent inspection  of  carcases  has  obviously  been  a great  strain  on  the 
resources  of  the  department.  This  is  a large  area  and  the  siting  of  the 
slaughterhouses  entails  much  travelling.  Slaughtering  takes  place  in  the 
evenings  and  every  Sunday,  and  considerable  loss  of  leisure  time  by  the 
Inspectors  results.  However,  we  have  a job  to  do,  and  in  the  period 
5th  July  to  31st  December,  1954,  100  per  cent  inspection  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  (4,646)  has  been  -achieved. 


Table  I 


Cattle 

except 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Swine 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered 

401 

117 

817 

1775 

1536 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

401 

117 

817 

1775 

1536 

all  diseases  except 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
-Carcases  of  which  some 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

3 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

71 

31 

15 

69 

254 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
-disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

28% 

26.5% 

2.3% 

3.9% 

16.7% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

1 

2 

Nil 

2 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

43 

38 

1 

Nil 

46 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

11% 

33% 

0.4% 

Nil 

31.2% 
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Diseased  Meat  and  Offals 


The  following  quantities  of  meat  and  offals  were  found  to  be 
diseased,  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ; 

Carcase  Meat 

8 

3 

16 

Offal  

17 

1 

22 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

II 

3 

25 

Offal  

12 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

3 

10 

2 

9 

Tables  II  and  III  give  the  affected  carcase  parts  and  the  incidence 
of  disease  found. 


Table  II 


Showing  affected  carcase  parts 


1 Cattle 

1 _ except  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcases  

1 

1 I 

I 

6 

5 

Part  carcases  

1 9 

8 

1 

1 

6 

Heads  

1 19 

13 

6 

— 

46 

Hearts  

1 2 

2 

7 

I 

37 

Kidneys  

1 2 

— 

2 

— 

24 

Lungs  

1 43 

40 

17 

30 

260 

Livers  

1 47 

31 

10 

36 

30 

Spleens  

1 2 

5 

7 

— 

15 

Stomachs  

1 2 

2 

6 

_ 

7 

Intestines  

1 3 

2 

6 

— 

7 

Mesenteries  

1 7 

4 

6 

1 10 

Udders  

1 

12 

- 

1 

. 

Uteri  

1 

1 



- 

I 
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Table  III 


Incidence  of  Disease  in  Meat 


(Weight  in  Pounds) 


Cattle 
except  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  1 

Pigs 

Abcesses  

132 

114 

4 

2 

36 

Actinomycosis  ... 

98 

85 

— 

— 

20 

Angiomatosis  

18 

28 

— 

— 

— 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

no 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Bruising  

8 

10 

1 

— 

6 

Cirrhosis  

38 

32 

— 

— 

18 

Congestion  

— 

— 

— 

— 

344 

Fascioliasis  

223 

158 

— 

69 

— 

Fever  

, 

— 

52 

— 

150 

Gangrenous 

Pneumonia  

_ 

140 

Hydatid  disease 

— 

15 

— 

3 

34 

Hydro-nephrosis 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Mastitis  

— 

40 

— 

— 



Melanosis  

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Metritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Muelleriasis  

— 

— 

— 

63 

— 

Neoplasms  

i 2 

— 

3 

- 

— 

Oedema  

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Pericarditis  

7 

— 

— 

- 

38 

Peritonitis  

— 

— 

— 

! — 

56 

Pleurisy  

22 

42 

14 

i 12 

; 187 

Pneumonia  

15 

25 

— 

1 — 

. 268 

Pyaemia  

— 

— 

129 

1 — 

Pyelo-nephritis  .. 

12 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

Strongylosis  

r 

- 

1 

5 

Tuberculosis  

1 

1661 

2068 

217 

1 

1 - 

1009 

UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

The  undermentioned  food,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, was  surrendered  at  the  time  of  inspection.  Disposal  or 
destruction  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  department.  Voluntary 
surrender  notes  were  obtained  in  all  cases  and  933  condemnation  cer- 
tificate? issued. 
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Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat  and  Offal  

*> 

10 

2 

9 

0 

Fruit,  canned  and  bottled 

13 

I 

26 

0 

Tomatoes,  canned  ... 

7 

3 

27 

2 

Meat,  canned  

6 

I 

1 

6 

Vegetables,  canned 

4 

0 

20 

4 

Sauce,  bottled  

3 

2 

19 

0% 

Milk,  canned  

2 

I 

26 

6 

Jam 

I 

3 

16 

8/. 

Flour  

I 

2 

14 

5 

Cheese  

I 

2 

10 

M 

Soup,  canned  

I 

2 

2 

4/2 

Fish  

I 

0 

22 

Miscellaneous  

4 

3 

13 

7H 

Total  

6 

I 

I 

13 

4^ 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933  — 1954 

Prior  to  the  resumption  of  slaughtering  in  this  disrict  the  only 
animals  slaughtered  were  cottagers’  pigs  and  those  in  cases  of  emergency. 
In  spite  of  this  a great  majority  of  slaughtermen  have,  for  years,  con- 
tinued to  renew  their  licences  granted  under  the  above  Acts.  In  1954,  71 
renewals  of  existing  licences  were  grantd. 

My  department  has  two  Captive  Bolt  Pistols  which  are  always 
available  to  licenced  slaughtermen  in  cases  of  emergency.  All  slaughter- 
men are  informed  as  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a Firearms  Certificate 
under  the  Firearms  Act,  1937. 


Knacker’s  Yard 

One  Knacker’s  Yard  is  situated  within  the  district  and  weekly 
visits  are  paid.  The  yard  is  part  of  premises  at  which  the  business  of 
converting  inedible  animal  offal  and  diseased  and  unsound  meat,  etc., 
into  fertilisers  is  carried  on.  Large  quantities  of  condemned  meat  and 
offals  are  received  from  abattoirs.  On  several  occasions  it  was  found 
incoming  material  had  accumulated  and  bags  of  decomposing  intestines 
— seme  in  a putrescent  state  — were  present. 

Complaints  of  offensive  smells  emanating  from  these  premises 
were  received  during  the  year.  These,  it  was  found,  originated  during 
the  process  of  extracting  fat  from  the  raw  material.  The  resulting  steam 
and  vapours  were  being  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  with  no  prior 
treatment  to  render  them  inodorous.  Mechanical  neutralising  sprays  were 
later  installed  in  the  flues  of  the  digestors  and  the  nuisance  successfully 
abated. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 50- 

Purveycrs  of  milk  from  ether  distriets  selling  milk  in  this  area  ...  10 

Bakehouses  16 

Slaughterhouses  18 

Butchers  Shops  41 

Meat  Stalls  6 

Fried  Fish  Shops 41 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds ...  37 

Mortuaries  2 

Knacker’s  Yard i 

Factories  127 

Pet  Shops 7 

Rag  Flock  Premises  3, 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  South  Stafford- 
shire Waterworks  Company.  During  the  year  eleven  samples  of  water 
were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination.  The  Bacteriologist  reported 
one  to  be  “suspicious”  and  another  to  be  “unsatisfactory.”  Certain  action 
was  taken  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Only  one  isolated  house  is  not  supplied  by  the  above-mentioned 
Company  and  this  is  the  subject  of  housing  action. 

Streams  and  Watercourses 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  streams  and  watercourses  were  made. 
Two  samples  of  the  water  submitted  for  examination  proved  satisfactory. 
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Housing  Act,  1936 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  322 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  1339 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub 

heading  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  27 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose loi 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 309 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  ^5° 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Pow'ers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs O 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  Owners  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  o 
(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  152 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners 84 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  o 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  8 
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(cl)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  o 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

Number  demolished: — 

Individual  Unfits 8 

Clearance  Orders  9 

V'oluntary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

SITUATION  OF  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


St,  Paul’s  Ward: — 

138,  140,  142,  144,  146  and  148  Watling 
Street,  Bridgtown 

St.  Luke’s  Ward: — 

73,  Wolverhampton  Road,  Cannock 
75,  Wolverhampton  Road,  Cannock 

St.  Aidan’s  Ward: — 

Red  House,  Redhill  Road,  Chadsmoor 

St.  Chad’s  Ward: — 

I,  3,  5,  7,  9 and  1 1 Holly  Street,  Chadsmoor 
St.  Mark’s  Ward:— 

254,  Bradbury  Lane,  Hednesford  

60  and  62,  Anglesey  Street,  Hednesford  ... 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: — 

Park  Gate  Cottage,  Cannock  Wood 

The  Bungalow,  Sevens  Road,  Rawnsley 


Demolition  Orders 

Voluntary 
Demolition  Order 

Voluntary 

Clearance  Order 

Clearance  Order 
Clearance  Order 

Voluntary 
Demolition  Order 


SITUATION  OF  BUILDING  CLOSED 

St,  Mark’s  Ward: — 

28,  Market  Street,  Hednesford 


CLEARANCE  AREAS  REPRESENTED 
Nil 


SITUATION  OF  HOUSES  REPRESENTED  FOR  DEMOLITION 

St.  Paul’s  Ward: — 

Cottage  No.  i,  Rumer  Hill,  Cannock. 

Cottage  No.  2,  Rumer  Flill,  Cannock. 

St.  Luke’s  Ward: — 

The  Cot,  Spring  Street,  Cannock. 
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St.  Mark’s  Ward: — 

94b,  Green  Heath  Road,  Hednesford. 

St.  Peter’s  Ward: — 

Harveys  Cottage  No.  i,  Sevens  Road,  Rawnsley. 

Harveys  Cottage  No.  2,  Sevens  Road,  Rawnsley. 

The  Bungalow,  Sevens  Road,  Rawnsley. 

HOUSES  ERECTED 

25  Bungalows  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

38  Houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

4 Houses  were  built  by  the  local  authority. 

144  Permanent  bungalows  were  erected  by  the  local  authority. 

HOUSES  IMPROVED 


Rcofs  repaired 

74 

Chimneys  repaired  

28 

Houses  respouted 

37 

Houses  repointecl,  roughcast  or  cemented 

i8 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

222 

New  ceilings  

49 

New  quarry  and  concrete  floors  

4 

Quarry,  brick  and  concrete  floors  repaired 

7 

New  wood  floors 

I 

Wood  floors  repaired  

35 

New  firegrates  fitted  or  firegrates  repaired 

47 

New  windows  and  windows  repaired  

65 

New  sashcords,  catches,  fasteners,  etc.  

46 

New  doors  fitted  and  doors  repaired 

18 

Stair  treads  renewed  

3 

Handrails  fixed  

2- 

New  sinks  and  sinks  repaired 

35 

New  coppers  and  coppers  repaired 

25 

Burst  pipes  repaired  

78 

Yards  paved  and  paving  repaired  

5 

Sculleries  repaired  and  rebuilt 

4 

OVERCROWDING 

Number  of  cases  on  books  at  end  of  1954 

17 

Number  of  cases  abated: — 

From  Council  houses 

2 

From  private  houses 

26 

Number  of  new  cases  reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS 

1920  to  1939 

Fourteen  applications  for  certificates  as  to  the  condition  or  state  of 
repair  of  houses  were  granted.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  applications 
had  been  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  1954  Act. 

COMPLAINTS 

The  never-ending  influx  of  complaints  continues.  In  1954,  almost 
700  were  received,  some  of  which  were  extremely  trivial  and  proved  a 
waste  of  valuable  time  being  spent  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Com- 
plainants are  often  surprised  when  told  the  matters  complained  of  cannot 
be  classed  as  a nuisance  or  prejudicial  to  health. 

On  the  other  hand,  I find  that  certain  members  of  the  public  fail 
to  realise  the  help  that  can  be  given  by  my  department  to  overcome 
nuisances  which  they  have  suffered  for  weeks  and  even  months.  The 
only  thing  I ask  is  that  the  complainant  should  first  approach  the- 
person  responsible.  Experience  has  often  found  that  if  such  approach 
had  been  made  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  make  an  official 
complaint. 

NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH 


Foul  drains,  water  closets,  cesspools,  sinks,  urinals  82 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive  matter  3 

Defective  water  closets  and  drains 126 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 4 

Dirty  yards  2 

Dirty  dwelling  houses 3 

Dirty  bedding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repair  522 

Dwelling  houses  overcrowded 8 


IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

1 Pail  closet  dispensed  with 

2 Cesspools  dispensed  with 
2 new  connections  to  sewer 

2 water  closets  substituted  for  2 pail  closets 

1 New  water  closet  roof 

2 New  water  closet  floors 

I Water  closet  compartment  rebuilt 
I New  water  closet  door 
I Water  closet  door  repaired 
33  New  water  closet  pans 
9 New  water  closet  seats 
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7 New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns 

38  Water  closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
2 Choked  water  closets  opened 
79  Choked  drains  opened 
30  Yards  of  new  drains  on  4 premises 
I Drain  repaired 

1296  New  dustbins  substituted  for  worn  out  dustbins 
I New  gully  and  grid  provided 
I Water  closet  pan  cleansed 
I Water  closet  compartment  redecorated 

8 New  drain  inspection  chambers  constructed 

6 New  drain  inspection  chamber  covers  provided 
5 New  sanitary  pails  provided 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal  

-Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45  ... 
Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  ... 


484 

39 

162 


RESULTS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 415 

Notices  not  complied  with  69 

Many  of  the  notices  not  complied  with  were  served  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  repair  work  is  now  in  hand  or  orders  given. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  accommodation  is  mainly  on  the  water  carriage  system, 
exceptions  being  in  those  parts  of  the  area  where  no  sewers  exist.  Here 
are  water  closets  drained  to  cesspools,  chemical  closets  or  sanitary  pails 
which  are  regularly  emptied  by  the  Council’s  Cleansing  Department. 
Privies  have  long  since  been  dispensed  with. 

No  ashpits  exist  — at  all  premises  dustbins  are  provided.  A scheme 
in  accordance  with  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  relating  to 
the  supply  and  maintenance  of  dustbins  has  been  in  operation  since 
1940,  and  a charge  of  4/-  per  annum  is  now  made  for  each  dustbin. 
The  scheme  has  continued  to  be  very  popular  with  all  concerned  and 
since  it  was  put  into  operation  9,773  dustbins  have  been  provided.  At 
six  in  every  ten  houses  in  this  district,  dustbins  are  supplied  and  main- 
tained by  the  Council. 

During  1954,  1,296  bins  were  supplied  of  which  599  were  re- 
newals. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  department  continued  to  operate  the  various  instruments  for 
assessing  the  deposited  atmospheric  impurities  and  for  estimating  the 
sulphur  in  the  atmosphere.  Two  Deposit  Gauges,  six  Lead  Peroxide 
instruments  and  one  combined  Smoke  Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur 
Dioxide  apparatus  are  in  use.  Numerous  instruments  are  sited  through- 
out the  country  and  operated  by  Co-operating  Bodies  in  conjunction 
with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

Results,  in  a later  table,  indicate  that  the  problem  of  pollution 
shows  a steady  decline  in  this  area,  e.g.,  the  average  readings  of  the 
Deposit  Gauges  in  respect  of  the  last  four  years  are  set  out  below. 


Deposit  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month 


1951 

19.12 


1952 

19.00 


1953 

16.48 


1954 

16.47 


The  rainfall  contributes  towards  deposits  received  by  Deposit 
Gauges.  For  example,  in  the  Bridgtown  area  the  deposit  for  February 
was  27.96  tons  per  square  mile,  as  compared  with  9.42  tons  for  April. 
The  rainfall  for  February  was  2.18  inches  and  for  April  0.37  inches. 

Work  on  smoke  abatement  has  been  somewhat  restricted  owing  to 
shortage  of  staff  and  time  available.  Smoke  observations  have  been  made 
and  in  seven  instances  approach  was  made  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
premises  concerned.  In  certain  cases  the  department  co-operated  with 
the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service.  This  service,  transferred 
from  the  Fuel  Advisory  Service  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  on 
the  1st  May,  1954,  is  always  available  and  the  help  and  advice  offered 
is  much  appreciated. 

This  being  a mining  area,  observations  were  also  made  of  the 
■spoilbanks  at  the  various  collieries.  In  one  instance  informal  action  had 
to  be  taken  — large  areas  of  a mound  were  on  fire  with  subsequent 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  Normally,  this  mound  is  kept  under  control 
by  spraying  with  fine  jets.  It  was  found  the  equipment  which  pumped 
the  water  from  a nearby  reservoir  was  out  of  order  and  this  was  quickly 
repaired  and  the  nuisance  abated. 
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Table  I 


Deposit  Gauges  — Records  of  Deposits 


Month 

Deposit  in  Tons  per  Square 

Mile  per  Month 

Bridgtown 

Littleworth 

January 

9.76 

10.49 

February 

27.96 

19.87 

March 

16.47 

16.93 

April 

9.42 

9.39 

May  

17.51 

19.58 

June 

13.79 

17.26 

July  

13.10 

* 

August 

14.10 

17.08 

September  ... 

11.68 

18.86 

October 

14.% 

26.60 

November  ... 

16.30 

24.76 

December  ... 

11.94 

19.45 

Totals 

176.99 

200.27 

Monthly  Average,  1954  ... 

Monthly  Average,  1953  ... 

14.75 

15.78 

18.20 

17.18 

* The  deposit  recorded  at  Littleworth  for  the  month  of  July  was  85.73 
tens  which  the  Analyst  in  his  report  stated  “Contains  soil  and  sandy 
matter.”  I have  therefore  ignored  these  figures  for  July  and  calculated 
the  monthly  average  over  eleven  months. 
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Table  II 


Lead  Peroxide  Gauges  — Record  of  Sulphur  Pollution 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  — in  milligrammes  per  too. 
square  centimetres  per  day 


Month 

1 Bridg- 
1 town 

1 

Cannock 

Pye  1 
Green 

Hednes- 

ford 

1 . 1 

1 Wimble-  | Rumer 

1 bury  1 Hill 

1 1 

January 

1 

1 1.77 

1.34 

1.58 

2.19 

1 

1 1.98 

2.57' 

hebruary 

1 2.04 

1.75 

1.58 

2.04 

1 3.82 

2.71 

March 

1 1.30 

1.18 

1.04 

1.65 

1 1.62 

1.92 

April 

1 1.40 

0.76 

0.71 

1.26 

1 1.22 

1.73 

May 

1 2.31 

3.39 

1.80 

1.22 

1 2.47 

1.98 

June 

1 0.84 

0.44 

0.45 

2.11 

1 0.87 

1.46 

July 

1 0.94 

0.37 

0.32 

1.44 

1 0.72 

1.92 

August 

1 3.25 

0.47 

0.58 

0.73 

1 0.97 

8.06 

September  ... 

1 0.85 

0.53 

0.52 

0.79 

1 0.98 

1.81 

October 

1 0.79 

0.95 

0.77 

1.04 

! 1.16 

3.27 

November  ... 

1 2.05 

7.19 

7.81 

2.97 

1 7.42 

2.83 

December  ... 

1 1.18 

1 

1.02 

0.86 

1.20 

1 1.39 

1 

2.24 

1 otals 

1 

1 18.72 

1 

19.39 

1 

18.02 

18.64 

1 

1 24.62 

1 

32.50 

Monthly  Average — 

1954 

1 1.56 

1 1.61 

I 1.50 

1 1.55 

1 2.05 

1 2.70 

1953 

1 0.88 

I 

1 0.81 

1 

1 0.90 

1 

1 0.97 

1 

1 1.11 

1 

1 1.44 

1 

Table  III 

Smoke  Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus 
Monthly  average  concentrations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 


Smoke 

1 . . II 

1 Milligrammes  II 

1 per  cu.  metre  II 

1 II 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

1 

1 Parts  per 

1 Million 

1 

Average 

1 II 

1 0.075  II 

Average  ... 

1 

1 0.007 

Highest 

1 0.199  II 

Highest 

1 0.020 

Lowest 

I 0.020  II 

1 !l 

Lowest 

1 0.003 

1 
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DISINFESTATION 


Previous  to  persons  being  rehoused  by  the  Council,  the  homes  of 
selected  applicants  are  visited  to  ascertain  whether  disinfestation  of  their 
furnishings  are  necessary.  During  1954,  347  visits  were  made  and  in 
21  cases  due  to  infestation  by  vermin  or  pests,  it  was  necessary  or 
advisable  to  carry  out  the  work. 

Disinfestation  of  furniture  is  by  means  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas 
and  bedding  and  soft  furnishings  by  steam  disinfestation.  The  Council 
has  its  own  disinfestation  van  and  members  of  the  staff  of  my  depart- 
ment are  qualified  for  this  type  of  work.  Subsequent  to  disinfestations 
being  done,  no  reinfestations  have  been  reported  proving  conclusively 
the  value  of  this  service. 

Minor  infestations  of  bugs,  fleas,  cockroaches,  etc.,  were  dealt 
with  by  means  of  insecticidal  sprays  or  D.D.T.  fumigation. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — DISINFECTION 


During  1954  tbe  Sanitary  Inspectors  investigated  the 
notified  (or  suspected)  cases  of  infectious  diseases: — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Dysentery 


67 

I 

8 

144 

517 


following 


707 


Dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  which  commenced  early 
In  the  year  and  continued  for  many  months,  was  an  immense  task.  In 
spite  of  all  efforts  it  spread  almost  throughout  the  district.  Endeavours 
to  trace  the  source  proved  unsuccessful  and  it  was  obvious  the  infection 
had  come  from  outside  the  area. 

All  notified  and  suspected  cases  were  investigated,  the  need  for 
adequate  medical  treatment  explained  and  advice  about  personal  hygiene 
and  habits  given.  Specimens  of  faeces  were  obtained  from  all  concerned 
and  positive  excretors  were  asked,  following  a course  of  treatment,  to 
submit  further  specimens  until  it  was  known  that  three  consecutive  tests 
had  proved  negative. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  outbreak  are  submitted  and  give  some 
idea  of  the  work  involved. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  517 

Samples  of  faeces  obtained: — 

Positive  ...  1119 

Negative  2688 

3807 

Visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  49^7 
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Terminal  disinfestation  of  rooms  after  infectious  disease  was 
almost  negligible  and  in  only  six  cases  carried  out.  The  Council’s  steam 
disinfector  was  in  use  on  42  days  during  which  961  articles  were  dealt 
with.  Requests  continued  to  be  received  from  adjoining  authorities  to 
carry  out,  on  their  behalf,  the  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  as  they  have 
no  facilities  available. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act,  the  work 
of  Rodent  Control  was  continued  throughout  the  year  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Complaints  from  the  occupiers  of  182  premises  were  investigated 
and  treated  accordingly.  Other  infestations  were  discovered  and 
similarly  dealt  with.  In  addition,  the  baiting  and  poisoning  of  the  sewers 
in  the  Urban  Area  was  continued. 

I.  Surface  Disinfestation 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  in  connection  with 
Surface  Disinfestation  is  set  out  in  the  following  tables. 

The  first  table  shows  the  properties  inspected  as  a result  of  (i) 
notification  (2)  survey  and  (3)  visits  to  premises  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose. 


Type  of  Property 


All  other 

Local 

Dwelling 

(inc.  business 

Authority 

houses 

Agricultural 

premises) 

1 otal 

12 

810 

3 

176 

1,001 

The  second  table  indicates  the  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  or  mice  and  subsequently  treated.  All  were  classed  as  minor 
infestations. 


Type  of  Property 


All  other 

Local 

Dwelling 

(inc.  business 

Authority 

houses 

Agricultural 

premises) 

4 

166 

Nil 

47 
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2.  Treatment  of  Sewers 


Two  treatments  were  completed  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation  Control 
Division)  as  follows: — 

ist  Treatment  — ist  to  19th  January,  1954. 

No.  of  Manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  ...  870  (approx.) 

No.  of  manholes  baited  24 

No.  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  5 

Scheme  of  baiting  used  ist,  3rd  and  5th  days 

Bait  and  Poison  used Bread  and  Arsenic 

2nd  Treatment  — 3rd  to  28th  July,  1954. 

No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  ...  870  (approx.) 

No.  of  manholes  baited  84 

No.  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take 10 

Scheme  of  baiting  used  ist,  3rd  and  5th  days 

Bait  and  Poison  used Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc  Phosphide 


3.  Refuse  Tips 

The  Refuse  Tip>s  in  the  Urban  Area  were  regularly  inspected  and 
-action  taken  where  infestations  were  found. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

There  are  now  127  factories  on  the  register  as  compared  with 
130  last  year. 

Four  reports  of  infringements  of  the  Act,  or  the  Sanitary  Accom- 
modation Regulations,  1938,  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories.  These  were  investigated  following  which  remedial  action 
was  taken. 

Details  of  the  factories  inspected  and  action  taken  are  set  out  in 
the  following  tables:  — 
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I. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3,  4 & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authori- 
ties. 

7 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

120 

109 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority,  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises). 

Total 

127 

117 

7 

— 

1. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

CdSCd  kii 

which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

tions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

_ 



Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

4 

4 

- 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive  ... 

11 

10 

- 

4 



(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces  relating  to  Outwork). 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  ... 

15 

14 

- 

4 

- 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 


Administration  of  this  Act  has  entailed  284  visits  to  shopj  and 
the  vigorous  way  in  which  this  work  has  more  recently  been  carried  out 
is  now  obvious.  Inspections  were  made  to  ensure  the  records,  hours  of 
employment  and  the  arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
shopworkers,  etc.,  were  being  observed.  In  addition,  a weekly  check  is 
kept  in  connection  with  Closing  Hours  and  Sunday  Trading.  It  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the  shopkeepers  in  this  district  now  realise  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  and  no  prosecutions  were  necessary  during  1954. 

Contraventions  noted  during  the  year  are  enumerated  below: — 


Requirements 

Contraven- 

tions 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

PART  1. 

Elariy  Closing  Days  ... 

29 

29 

Nil 

General  Closing  Hours 

2 

2 

Nil 

PART  II. 

Statutory  half-holiday  and  meal 
times 

14 

14 

Nil 

Hours  of  employment  of  young 
persons 

8 

8 

Nil 

Arrangements  for  health  and 
comfort  of  Shop  Workers 

7 

7 

Nil 

PART  IV. 

Sunday  Trading 

24 

24 

Nil 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Seven  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  keeping  of  Pet 
Shops,  but  subsequently  one  occupier  gave  up  the  business.  All  licences 
were  granted  subject  to  conditions  which  would  ensure  the  objects  of 
the  Act  being  secured. 

One  licence  was  granted  to  the  occupier  of  an  open  Market  Stall 
after  advice  from  the  local  representative  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  and  was  subject  to  special  conditions. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Caravan  Site  which  the  Council  provided  at  Pye  Green  has- 
proved  most  popular  as  shown  by  the  number  of  enquiries  from  persons 
wishing  to  occupy  a standing.  It  accommodates  twelve  Caravans  and 
water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  means  of  drainage  are 
provided.  As  was  the  case  last  year,  the  applications  received  far  out- 
numbered the  available  standings. 

Sporadic  cases  of  vans  and  tents  occupying  unlicenced  sites  were 
dealt  with  under  the  powers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

MORTUARIES 

Mortuaries  are  provided  at  Cannock  and  Hednesford.  These  are 
equipped  for  post  mortem  examinations.  Frequent  visits  are  made  to 
both  premises. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  work  of  this  department  in  all  its  aspects  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

In  common  with  most  departments  of  Local  Government,  the 
principal  difficulty  has  been  in  retaining  and  attracting  sufficient  labour 
to  cope  with  the  increasing  demands  of  the  various  sections  of  the 
service  consequent  on  the  progressive  development  of  the  area. 

Particulars  of  the  work  are  as  follows; — 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  GENERALLY.— Both  domestic  and 
trade  refuse  collection  and  disposal  have  been  maintained  generally  at 
a weekly  interval. 

Five  vehicles,  i.e.,  four  7 cubic  yard  capacity  and  one  10  cubic 
yard  capacity,  side  loading,  with  sliding  dustproof  covers,  have  been  in 
ccntinucus  use. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. — Controlled  tipping  at  all  sites  has  ' 
been  practiced  to  the  fullest  extent  that  manpower  would  permit  and  a 
fair  state  of  tidiness  has  been  maintained. 

Occasional  use  of  mechanical  aids  to  levelling  and  soiling  of  tip 
surfaces  and  embankments  has  been  made  and  there  is  little  doubt  but 
what  an  extension  of  this  method  will  become  a necessary  feature  in 
future. 

Insecticides  have  been  freely  used  as  a deterrent  to  fly  and  cricket 
infestation  at  tips.  The  dearth  of  soil  for  covering  material  still  remains 
a problem  but  good  use  has  been  made  of  road  sweepings  and  builders 
spoil  for  sealing  of  surfaces. 

Tips  used  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 

Littleworth  Clayhole. — This  has  been  in  continuous  use  for  the  northern 
part  of  the  district.  Good  levels  have  been  maintained  and  it  is 
practically  complete  to  the  state  when  its  future  use  can  be- 
determined. 
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Burgoyne  Street,  Land  ex-Dunning’s  Gravel  Pit. — This  site  has  been 
used  continually  to  dispose  of  refuse  from  the  central  and  northern 
parts  of  the  area.  Good  tipping  conditions  have  obtained  and 
this  tip  has  a life  of  several  years. 

Walsall  Road,  Churchbridge. — The  smaller  clayhole  on  this  site  has 
been  almost  completed  during  the  year;  all  difficulties  in  respect  of 
water  have  been  satisfactorily  countered. 

Tipping  in  the  larger  clay  holes  is  to  proceed  after  dispersal  of  the 
water  and  this  site  should  provide  a tipping  life  in  conjunction  with 
that  at  Burgoyne  Street  of  three  to  four  years  for  the  southern  and 
central  parts  of  the  district. 

Private  Land  off  Cumberledge  Hill,  Cannock  Wood. — The  use  of  this 
land  for  refuse  from  areas  in  the  immediate  proximity  has  continued, 
the  levels  of  the  land  being  improved  for  future  agricultural  use. 
The  tipping  life  here  is  now  only  a month  or  so. 

Private  Land,  East  Cannock. — An  area  of  land  at  the  rear  of  factories 
at  East  Cannock  has  been  tipped  on,  so  raising  the  levels  to  fit  it 
for  future  industrial  use.  It  has  been  fully  completed  during  the 
year  and  provided  a most  useful  tip  for  the  area  in  close  proximity. 

Future  Tipping  Sites. — The  future  tipping  policy  is  continually  under 
leview  and  sites  are  available  to  succeed  those  now  in  use  whereby 
a tipping  life  of  five  years  at  least  for  the  whole  of  the  area  is  at 
present  envisaged. 

CESSPOOLS. — A ten  to  fourteen  day  frequency  of  service  has 
obtained  generally  in  the  Cannock  Wood  and  Pye  Green  areas  where 
cesspools  predominate. 

The  1,000  gallon  oapacity  mechanically  operated  tanker  vehicle 
is  principally  employed  and  the  cesspool  contents  are  discharged  from 
tanker  to  graviaticn  sewers  for  subsequent  treatment  at  sewage  disposal 
works. 


GULLY  CLEANSING. — This  work  has,  whenever  possible, 
been  carried  out  with  the  750  gallon  capacity  mechanical  emptier,  but 
it  has  been  necessary  to  perform  some  of  this  work  by  manual  emptying. 

The  gully  contents  are  discharged  at  refuse  tips  and  when  dried 
out  form  excellent  cover  for  sealing  of  tip  surfaces  and  embankments. 

STREET  SCAVENGING. — This  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
manual  sweeping  on  a rota  system  by  a combination  of  the  “beat” 
me; hod  employing  street  orderly  trucks,  and  “lengthsmen”  work  using 
a gang  of  men  with  a 25  cwt.  capacity  motor  truck  with  sliding  dustproof 
covers. 

A second  such  vehicle  was  added  to  the  fleet  during  the  year  in 
order  to  obtain  better  coverage  of  the  scattered  parts  of  the  disrict. 

Labour  shortage  for  this  class  of  work  has  created  some  difficuhy 
but  a fair  standard  of  tidine.ss  has  been  maintained. 
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Shopping  and  town  centres  receive  daily  treatment  and  the 
resultant  refuse  from  markets  are  cleared  immediately  following  sales. 

The  indiscriminate  littering  of  streets  and  spillage  from  vehicles 
remains  a matter  for  concern  and  greatly  increases  the  work  of  scaveng- 
ing. 

PUBLIC  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES.— At  the  female  con- 
veniences situate  at  Cannock  and  Hednesford,  lady  attendant  cleaners 
are  employed  daily,  whilst  all  other  conveniences  throughout  the  area 
are  visited  daily  for  cleansing  by  an  employee  of  the  department.  Every 
attempt  is  made  to  ensure  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  but  it  is 
regretted  that  this  work  continues  to  be  rendered  more  difficult  by 
misuse  on  the  part  of  certain  irresponsible  persons  and  in  that  respect 
the  defacing  of  walls  and  paintwork,  damage  to  water  pipes,  locks,  etc., 
necessitating  consequent  repair  is  a substantial  item  of  cost. 

CONCLUSION 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sincere  thanks  to 
my  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to 
all  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  all  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for 
the  help  (always  readily  given)  during  the  year. 

I would  particularly  like  to  again  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Webster 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  constant  support  and  to  all 
members  of  my  staff  for  the  work  they  have  carried  out. 

I am. 


Yours  obediently, 


J.  BALL 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  _ 
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